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The convenience of digital in-
formation is a fine addition o learm-
ing. Bust the mode] of a booldess
library far the 21t certury (Profile,
Buag 3) is disheartening at Stanfond,
one of the nation's premier leamming
corers Mo one has et imented a
ooenpuater system that cannet be
hacked; themfars, thare is no faar-
antes that digital infoemation canne
be deleted, altered or locked dewm
for lomg pecbods of time. The admine
Estration’s faith In network security
spame overly optimistie, Stanford’s
gunamutors make eleciriciny reason-
ably relinbla, but rot perfect.

Stanford’s large camps has a
great deal of open space lor bulld-
ingg A ﬁ-ism‘imll}r P At :Ilbﬂr-,' thas
could house all the undergrasisate
booles, if that were an importans
goal for the university, (It has one
of the largest endowments in the
country and is building a hotel for
Verbune m'pil:n]i:l!: &t Sand Hill end
Highway 280, for example)
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FHE-HQUSE
THAT-SAYSAGE
BT

Bruce Aidells builds the ultimate
Craftsman, adhering to a vision he’d had in
mind before the land was even purchased

BEY JANEPOWELL

It started innocently encugh — Broce Aidells bought some English Arnts
and Crafts furniture from an Oakland antiques dealer and designed his
kitchen in Bensington around it. Then he began frequenting the Houss of
Crange, an Alameds antigue shop that specializes in Arts and Crafts. He
might have stopped there, but a fateful invitation in 1996 to viait Berkeley's
Thersen House with an architecturally inclined friead introdused kim 1o
the architectuine of Charles and Henry Greene, and he wan instansly capti-
vated. He befriended Ted Boaley, the curater of the Gamble House, &
Greene and Greene house m it in Pasadena, as well as Jack Stumpk, the
chief docent at tha house, whe, &2 (& urned cut, was also a smaage aficionado,
Soon Aldells was getting the private tour of the Gamble beuse (whather
bribea of bratwurst weoe iz vid f8 unknown). He began to want a Goeene
and Greene of his own, but realized that to build one propenly would re
culre a goed deal of money, which he did net have at the time, He settled
for immmeriing himsell in Greene and Greene, buying books, wiaiting other

Photos by Jeannie O'Conner | lllustration By Paul Madonna
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Saviage man Bruce
Abgdells In hie new
Crattsinan's sauvsage
kitghen, where ha
envisions encasing
wild boar shot by his
neighbors noar
Healdsburg,
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The lay of the land

The sprawling plan for the
Aldells property hugs the edge
of & hill abawve Healdsburg. The
guest house & separate
to ersurd privacy, and
the master suite of the
MeLin NoUSS pops up
above the covered

entrance. b N '.:

Master Suite
an 2rd floor

issues. In a display of cognitive disscnance,
the county insisted on a gas-hbuming fireplace
for the great reom but OEd a woead-burmning
eocking hearth in the kitchen and pizza sven
acutside. As would be expected of two foodies,
there iz both an indoor and an cutdoor
kiehen The indoor kitchen's focal point is a
large pot rack that bangs over an island 26
hig thas ope wislier remarked, “That's not an
igland = it's & continent.”

Aidells was heavily involved during the twa
venss of construction. He picked and placed
many of the rocks in the elabomte stonework
of the chimney, having the somewhat puzzled
mascns slect stones and turn them this way
and that, and then deciding where to place
them, In this, he was following in the footsteps
af Charles Greena, who directed the placement
of stenes for the James House in Carmel.
Aidells says it was the most fun he had, and
was matched onby by watching the intrcate
hanlster of the staireay being pieced together
likee & jlgsaw puzzle,

He was alsn personally involeed in pick-
ing out the lumbor used for the woodweork =
mahogany in the entry hall and library,
Douglas-fir elsewhere. He was very con-
carned about the finish on the woodwork,

wanting it to look as if it had always been
there. After mapy stain and finish experi-
menta, & wax finish over stain waa chosen,
wreept for areas ke the kitchen, He breame
friends with many of the contractors — one of
the magons now lives on the property, and the
stair buailder iz still buildiag furnitere for the

house. Aidells says, “It was great being
arcund guys that are excited to come bo wark,
The contractor used to thank me daily”

It's probably obwrious by now that Aidells
wia the driving force behind the house. He
jokes, “ITn some ways, it's good to have & owike
wheo works 12 hours a day.” But he did run all
the declsions by her, and Ookes hed the firnl
sy on things like bathrooms, tile and colors,
Ghe lowes the houss now that it's dope. Aa for
Aichalle, & man witerly besotted with his houwss,
it was hard ta choose his favarite things, bat he
finally setthed om the clowd-lift pot rack and the
chandeliers. And his faverive thing o do?
“Float in the swimming pool like a hippopota-
mus and stare up at the sleeping porch.” «

Jane Powel! is a restoration corswltant and the
author of “Bungalow Kitchens™ and several
ather emgalow books, She can be recched ot

Janepowelimedoglobalnet,

Tha mastar bath looks out over the landscape.

About Greene and Greene

In 1893, brothers Charles and
Henry Gresne, educated m anthi=
tecture at MIT, and working as
Apprentices in Boston-arsa anchi-
tects' offices, accepbed an in-
witathon to wisit thedr parents, who
nad moed to Pasadena, Seduced
by the scenary and sophistication
of the town, already a esort for
wealthy and sophisticated tourists
from the East, the brothers declded
to stay. and opened their architec-
ture practice in 1694, On thelrwany
o Calitormia, they had visited the
Word's Colmbian Exposition in
Chicago, whene they wene caplivated
by the lapanese building, with its
timiber frarming, esposed joirery
A shmple plaster walls, They
woirrie abrpachy fascinated with Asian
dasign throwugh exhibitions at the
Soston Musaum of Fine Arts, and
thair intarpretation of the Aslan
aesthetic eventually suffused their
tadldings. Thelr earlier years at the
Manual Training High Schoolin 5t
Louls exposed therm o the theores

of John Ruskin and Willlam Meoeris.
tuminaries of the English Arts and
Crafts movernent, and Left them
with & deep reverence for matesals
and eraftsmanship.

Their earhy BUibdings were &clec-
tic, bt as they becarme better
Enowm after 1200, they began o
gaplong & simpler agsthatic. Be-
teemem 1903 and 1809 they per-
fected the style that now defines
thelr work, cudminating in their
mastersorks, the so-callad “ult=
mate bungatows,” built betbween
1907 and 1909, These include the
Blacker, Ford, Gamble, Pratt and
Thorsen houses. Their work has
readily identifialle elements: pro-
pecting rafter tails, broad porches
with structoral tirmberswork, shin-
led walls, parth colors and Asian-
influenced detailing. et these
disparate elaments, though also
commen to bungaloe and ather
Craftsrman houses. margs into
bulldings that are transcendent
when filtered through the brothers'

artistic sansibilites

Chartes became more and more
disenchanted with architecture as
the vears progressed and wanted
1o devate more time to painting
and writing. Though the fnm’s work
continued, Chates began to with-
dirayy, and im 1916 he moved with
ki farnily to Carmel The Brothars
diid & few coMmmiEsions Sapanately,
and finally dissobved the business
i 1522, Thalr buildings, nearly all of
therm residantial, fell into obscurity
fior many years. In 15, they were
honored by the American Instituta
of Architects as “formdators of a
nenar and native architectune.”
Wihan the Aarts and Crafts revival
bdossormead in the T980s, their
architecture was redisoovered and
Ao corpunes bath wonder and
adulation. It is, in the waonds of
aithar Bruce Smith, “some of the
firest, mast subth beautiful archi-
tactunge ever designed and built
anywhene,®
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#Architect

Greg Klein

John Malkck and
Associates

1195 Park A, Suite 102
Emeryville, CA 24608
(S10) 595-8042
wwweirnalick.com

Landscape architect
Jonathan Plant and
Assoclates

1230 Fine SE.

5t. Helena, CA S4574
(07 S63-8313
wwwe lnfardt.com

General contractor
Ken Finley Construction
P.O. Box 383
Healdsburg, CA 954468
(FOT) &31-0446

Cablnetrmakers
Creative Cabingts
3333 Standish Ave.,
Santa Rosa, CA 95407
(707) SA5-2013

Stained Glass
Theodore Ellison
Deslgns

1248 Intermational Bhvd.
Dakland, C&4 94606
(510} 534-7632

AWW. Ieooore
etliSon.covm

Stair fabrication
Frank Blondina
Bartram.’
Blondinga Handrail
and Stalr Inc.
[FO7) S84-8485

Finlsh carpantry
Broce Wilkinson
acapella
Constnection nc.
[FO7F) TEE-0422

Timbser framing
Larry McCanse
Palmer Cressk
Handhizwn Wodd
(70T 430-8206

Masonry

Bcb Saling
Saling Masonry
(707) 483-892T7
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