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Lear‘nlng from
The author and preservationist considers the recent construction of a —, 'ﬂ ~
new Greene & Greene-inspired home in Northern California—and what lessons D JI% "‘\.J f

owners of ordinary bungalows might draw from it.
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GRIELE

By |ane PowEeLL

EEF DOWX, | BELIEV]
b built wati] all existing bungalov s g tiored
| realize ths 1% ol practicn FOr s Lance. there
are areat of the -1;.||3Ir:- '-"-E'.-,'rt.' b
few and far between, and some pe have 1o
live in these placs essing though that may
b, There are also people wn land who wish 1o
banld a house oot and they should not be de
And then thene are the peopla 1
Cireene, Aol anvone who has wvisied the
Howie has fallen wnder s =-|1|,'I:. The E'-|q_'||1|:-r:\ Y '|-L._'|JI

fixtures, furnmiture, staimed :T'|.|'-- and =staircases either

reproduced or ins

It
small problem: there aren 't that many. and all of th
in Califormiz sty Southern Californig—amd Lhiry

don’t eaine on I!h-._' :=|:||r-.-._'I! all than ol i {1 v |1.|;'|\».'|| [ [8]

own one, then vou're Tamaliar with ihe ANAOYVINE T

enon of architecture junkies knocking on the ¢ or lak

g pictures from the sidewalk, which kecps you from

being able o wander out 1o gel the newspaper wi

ratty bathrobe.y Caven this scarcity, many poople
eene—style houses, That's
Addells did

PHS OV Ciommios EXCEFT WHERE HOTED

. FEAFREYS Tk LibEFLY -l £ PO C




re—xr—=1 BITTEN
I started innocently enough
Bruce bought some English

Arts and Cralis furmature from

an (akland dealer to furnish

his howse i ned B
1. S WM |||_ -!'l.. Al
ing the House of Orange

1 anligues
SPCCHLLASS 10 Ll A L

il have

there
i 1Y o visin Berkeley
Ihorsen Howse with an argli
tecturally  inclined  friend
introduced hum o the archi-
peeture of Charles and H-.'rlr'..

L woaimid e wils amsLannly

'¢i1r|.'|! LIng supnscs I'II.' .1".I|.1 I'Ii'.'. L -||.L'|| L I"'.:'l ||'IL"
1

ever [0 B, sinee ol e
Pratemity now well, let's sl say
et -.-.l::!.'||||'|-|[|'.|.' hitestyle
So mstead, Awdells belnended Ted Boslkey
tor of the Gamble House, and loack "1'!ll'!:|"|. the Beosiiie %

chiel docent who. il turned ol 15 also a sauss

private tour of the house, He
Carecme of hins oswn, bad reil e
worl ld mequine

v, 5o b = timEersare howsell m G

Careeme—hiuving «, YVisiling other howses and muase




ally came im 2002, 1
o FIERINE T | N e '1I."I'I'|'|iII:I'r'.' .I'IL" |

in 1953, With cnough money now in his pocket, Bruce
and his wife, Nancy Oakes, owner and chefl of Boulevard
i|| :;‘;-illfl E"|:_1r'u. S0, WAETHL |l1|u-II|" for land, and l"".l."l'l“l'l”:.
found a lovely hilltop site m-'rlwl- ng a valley near
Healdzburg.

Then Bruce began looking for an architect who knew
hiovw 1o design a 5 e—style howse, He sentled

areg Klein of ||.-hr| Malick and Associates in

wville, They had never l.iu ed a G&OG house, bul
they were local, wnlike other tr-.hll-.'- 15 b had considersd,

Y wittld be hands an, Cireg heaad |-..1I'|;:: heen a

fan of the Greenes. “Greene & Greene building
well crafied.” he savs, “Many people
of construction can't be done |'|:.' toxla

Bruce had a clear idea of what he nu.mtu.d”l;u.un
bungilow '-'-|1h o massive roof, He also
that would,
privacy
QreE |

of the Blacker Howse in F.il"-.,'ll._l.l_'liil. and the ]i'-"ll:'lu rosaim of
the Thorsen I-I1-u~q. A huge kitchen, complete with

imber-framed great
OO in One wing, » 2 the other would contain guest
smies, a hibrary and se - LA spanng endry hall
would connect the two swings, with an elaborate staircase
leading up 1o the masier suite,

Construction began im May MH5. The garage and
LUSST (UANErs were .;4|:|||]1|..,'|r._'i| firsn, ,'||-:'-|11_' with a swims-
|'|'|'ir'|‘|_'_ ]"1'1-..1| flanked |'|'_'. a |.1r'_|*_|.' cindar-1i mbered [!l-:'l_:‘l.'hl. The
garag y contains the “sausage kitchen,” a room with a

flosor and hi:\-r'l.ﬂlr_-l'l':'l-_'ll \l,lh'.'..“'_'.'[i:l," WAimSeO,




-n.

I,.-*.?' 3 w N watching the intricate banister of the stairway being
| f X .

[ I\ pieced wogether like a jigsaw puzzle.

pAN E I‘h-_.]:l He also got involved in picking out the lumber used
for the woodwork—mahogany in the entry hall and
THE SICELLT-CUCES HOUSE 1 35T Ol A& HILLTOR Wil Tl PORCIES i - = = i ]
M ALMCET BVERY NOOH ARFCRDVIEWE 08 THE SOMOHA COLMTY library, Douglas fir elsewhere, He was very concernied
RITKATE, DLRROLUMIDING HCALDSEURG, ABCHIT AR HOUR HORTH about the fintsh on the woosdwork, wanting it to leok as if
it had always been there. After many stain-and-finish
L':"q..'."'.'."il'l'll."'!'ll:"\-. a wax finish over stain was chosen cxeepl

OiF BAN FRAMCIECD

tor areqs like the kitchen, which required somecthing a bit
INIRIME W :|I-u|:||r|||||'.

Although Bruce clearly was the driving force in shap-
ing the house (he okes, “In some ways, it's good to have
a wife who works 12 hours a day...”), he did run all the
decisions by MNancy, and she had the final say on things
like bathmooms, tile and colors

As for Bruce, a man witerly besotted with his house,
it was hord o choose s favonite things, but he finally

settled an the clowd-lif el rivck and the chandehers, Ao

(My suggestion o paint the walls blood
recd was wisely ignored.) Bruce Kmew
that many of his neighbors were hunt-

ers, and apparently there is something ; iy ; e
3 his favonte thing to do? "*Float in the swimming pool like

of a "wild hoar problem™ in the area, so 3 - e
il |'|||1r:-c'-|1|'l,,|||||'.w. el stgre up al thiz slecping porch.

he figured the neighbors could bring
their game meat over and he would
help them furn 6 info sausage. He
acdmits this hasn't happened —zso far, Bt
if you think Ans and Crafis is an obscure
subculture, let me tell you, we ve gol
nisthing o the Sausnee Fuvs,

As with every building project,
there were problems. In a display of
regulatory caprice, the county insisied
on a gas-burning fireplace for the great
rowoim bt okayed a wood-buming cook-
ing hearth in the kitchen and in the
pizza oven outside. As would be
expecied of two foodies, there 15 both
an indoor and an oudoor kitchen. The
indood kitchen's focal poim isa |1I.I_'Tt|.‘
cloud-lift pot rack that hangs over an
island so large that ong visilor remarked
than it looked more & continent,

Bruce was heavily imvolved dunng
the two vears of construction. He
picked and placed many of the rocks in

o= What Would the Greenes Do (Today)?

By now, yvou may be excused for thinking, “Grem! Some
couple with a huge amount of money builds a Greene &
Lreene=style house. Big whoop, What does this have to
do with me and my ‘.J'illi'-m|||.:|.|r-l'|.-c1l |'|u:|ﬂ!_'_:|.|n‘.x P Few of
us have o successful sausage company to scll. For those

who dio, Brwee figures the cast of the house came oul 1o

4 i -
L 322 miles of sausage.y

the elaborate stonework of the chim- RELFT I THEE REPHae WiBHE SCHETHES FROR FCETURE MRCOE Wk
ney, having the somewhat puzzled masons pick up SI0NES  MEEDED THE INTERCR WOOD IUBFACEL INCLUEHNG MERE THE FAMOGANT
and tarm them this way and that, and then |_|._-|_'1|_|i|3:_‘- whicre PARELED EMTEY HALL AMD INTRICATY STARWARE WIRLE LN A HFLE ViR
io place them. In this, he was following i the [oolsieps SRR

of Charles Greene, who personally directed the place-

meent of the stones for the James Hoose in Carmel. Bruce

sid it was the most fun he had, perhaps matchad only by
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ers of ordinary b
The first is toen what you already have. These
dufticwlt and expe { 3 ¢ the old
thi 1 histonc bun
bl bl
however mosdest, is
have -.';'I.|.I'|'||"-Il.'l|1l."|.|
wiood,” Charles wrote, “something thal
stimulates the ation, its petalous sheen, sinuous
grain, delicate shading that age may give toeven the com-
monest kind
On my first visit w the Gamble Housg—in | -
tly after huying my first hungalow taken with
proportions, the craftsmanship, the beauty of the
1||:|| Al ass, But cather than lusti )
away from thaif
||1::_'|1 e, ane
ad actually fily

~ak. amd my firc E
I st1ll h ; oard with le
eresling muntin
alue the craftsmanship

cralizmansh 14l

L] ]

il cene & G & {which I!n.'r|'|.'||.'.|||_1. i% the craftsman-
ship of the Hall brothers, who don't get nearly enough
credity. That being said, of 1 were ever 10 give up my

fabulows bunga-mansion., the only house 1 would trade it

for is the Duncan-Irwin Hoase.
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ARCHITECT

Jeha Malick & Asseciates
Greg Klsin

Emerpville, Cali

510 595 B04L ewr. 35
510 575 B365 Fax
prepimabck com
iul“IHEiuulkk.-u:rn
jralickecom

GENERAL COMTRACTOR
Kan Fanley
Conatructiom, lng.
Ben Finley

Healditisrg, Calid
JOF 431-04486

TOT 431-0540 Fax
TOF 9FLE1 16 Call

hathyiDlenfinleyoons oruction
LT

kenhnkpc oo tructhan. com

Cauner MMaxinsg
Creative Cabdnets
Stove Cameron
Santa Rosa Calf
TOT SAS-701 3

COLOE COMILLTANT

Thw Caten and Assoiates
Tim Caton

Emeryville, Calid

S0 EAT-1417

COMCRETE COUMTERS

Concreteworks Studio
Mark Rogero
Cukand, Calil,
S10 534 -TI4]

)

E Loama £ - B
FT RN R e e BT

COMCRETE Yy ALICwWaYS
{ExTERIOR)

Jehn's Cusgam Concrots
J=he Arreguin

Healdiburg, Casif,

TOT 433-4450

CorPER CHIMMETS
Furia Heating ane AN
Dseninis Furia
Healdsburg, Calil.

TOF 431-23F3

ELlCTRICAL
Morthweit Electric
Javler Rosales
Heakdsburg, Calid

TOT 4339848

Fratin Campisimiy
Acapella Deslgns
Bruce Wilkinson
Sania Rosa. Calf.

T FRI-043
MIT 578-0870

(GREENE & (GREEME
REPRODUCTION FURNITUEE
Dala Barnard

Pueali, it

BIZ T340

InTERICE TiLE WoRE

Jay Dharmay Tile and Seome

Jay Dusray
Larwa Rosa, Calil,
TOF XEB. 2417

lecneecre
Waylan Srithy
Tobry Hickrman
T. I Marrone
Petaborma, Cald
TO7 S64-ER10

Eircrmn SorcrETE FLoca
Touchatons Cormant

Eric Vahonshergs
Windsoe, Cald

U7 Ee-h04E

Kmcwin Corer HooD, Smes
Archive Dedigna

Jozeph Mross

Eugene, Cire

54 SDT-E581

Sl 434-561 | Fax

indsRarc hivediigng com
archivedesipns.com

EITCHEN RAMGE
Montague

Huigweard, Calil
B0 2451830

T2 G FUECOHT DA N, OO

LArCECArE ARCHITECT
Jenathan Plant & Aviociabes
Jenathar Plane

Cathiym Rose

e Holena, Calil

T #63-B313

O 4301-268 Call
pUEjerathasgling £em

jonathanplant.com

LANDSCAPE PLANTING
Gardernsoarks
Healdsburg, Cabl

TOF BEFI050

LEGHT FIsTLRES

Old Calfornia Lighting
Tarm Richard

Crange, Calif.

BOD 5774670
eldcalifornia.com

LaGsTING

Richard Miller
Sanm Francipeg, Calif,
415 921-1590

Leras-WOLTASE ALIGHS
Lavizsh Theaters
Ryan Lyoch
Hesldiberg, Culid

0T 4339159

Mascmrr Rocr/Beack
(Exterica)

Bab Saling Maicary
Bab Saling

Sanca Boaa Cali

T 5231523

707 483-8927 Fax

Papimires:

Jim Gromo Paintng
Ty Gronmeo

Sania Roda Calif,

07 STH-063%

FLASTERSSTLC OG5 WalALLs

Pacific Plastering
Mike Joseph
sabaricpad, Calif,
JaF Br-471 3

PLBERG

Fridiey Plumbing
Gary Bouldridge
Saras Raia, Calil,
TOT L4047

STAINED: (JLASE
Theadare Ellizon
Dussigna

Ouakland, Cald,

10 B14-TE1D
theodereelison.com

STam FABRRCATICN
Bartrarm-Blonding
Handrail & Seair
Frank Blondina
Rohners Park Cald.
TOT GEE-B485

Swarrars Poo

Stan jehnson Poal
andd Spa

Stan Jahnson
Whindiar, T all

70T BI0-0904

TIHBER FRAMES

Palrmier Creek Hard
Hirwen Wiarisd

Larry MeCanse
Sanm Rosa Call,

TOT STA.0870

TOT 431 -5206

WisDows anp Dooas

dch Strest
Woaodworking
Will Haxson
Errerpville, Calf.
E00 6556700

WWOOD ANEHNG

Final Touch Finkshing
Mike and Jeff Thorson
Sargy Regy, Cald

TOF B84-38%9

WiooowoaE, FURNMURE

AMD LIGHTING
D&wid Blanchard
Sanes Reqs, Cald
TOF 118-0TE

Hesist the urge o tar up your existing bungalow 1o
mimic a Greene & Greene masterpiece. IF you simply
must have some G&G in your house, | sugeest a repro-
duction table lump, perhaps o chir, o, for thase wath net o
ot of money, the lovely woodblock print made by Yoshiko
Yamamodo for the Camble Hoose 08 Centennial.

If vou are building, and you are determined on
Greene & Greene, try basing the design on one of their
simpler houses, like the Spinks House, in Pasadena, or
the Darling House in nearby Claremont, rather than
insisting on one of the ultimate bungalows (which are
technically not bungalows, anyway). Healize thal not
EVETY hoase ||} the Greene brothers had <loud lifts. Exer-
cise restraint. You don™t {or shouldn'th want your house to
end up leoking like a cartoonish Enockedt, Just because
one massive fve-arm chandelier is gond does not mean
three are betier.

E".-jl.:-'\.l_ l;"-r’-\._'l.'

is lovely, are

plocement of t

ne & Greens houses, though their detailing
fundamentally about light, space and the
he house on the site, not about how many

pegged scarl joints they have. (Many have no pegged

scart points at

i) Think sernously about haow big ot really

nesds to be, because the bigger it is, the more resources i

uses up, no matter how “green” you
build . At 4200 square feet, the
Addells hous=e s not small, bt it's
only one-third the size of the 12,000k
square-lool Blacker House.

r"l.F..I:iII. treal wood with never-
cnce. The old-growih Douglas fir
that was one of the cheapest woods
available at the mm of the 20th cen-
tury 15 now more expensive than
most hardwoods, Try 1o use sal-
vaged wood if you can get i, and
make the most of it by using box
beams rather than solid timbers,

Mancy and Bruce are serious
foodies. I vouw aren’t, then vou
don’t need a kiuchen like theirs.
And though Charles and Henry
actually put clowd lifts on some of
their kitchen cabinets, they were

n GG

O ALL TS CRERRESS TO 175 SPECTRCLILAN, SLRRDLBDFIGS THE HOUSE STILL HEARDRS CUNET Z0MES FOE AEADIRG,
L CVERSATICN A50 REFLECTION

o



that it resizis showing dirt.

attached with screws; they
kmew that Eitchen cabinets
do not o 1o bt furmiture:,
Adso note that the Gamble
House kiichen originally
had linoleum; the maple
floor =& there now is
actually the subfloor, Lino-
leum is o comple

product, ol o mention

And 1 must harp on this again, as ["ve done else-
where: stainless steel is the avocado green of the 2is
century. If you con afford a Sub-Zero, then you can afford
the fully-integrated model, encased i wood paneling.

BEducate your contr
worked on the Addells-0
the Gamble House L

Many of the crew who
ally 1ok a irip to
they were

't'-'l.H'kiIi'_' on. Al the % least, get a few G&G books 1o

show them

often about “the mans 3 [
of the money that paid ft 052 CORIC mMansions was

acquired at the cost of nawral-resources extraction or the
exploitation of labor. At least Bruce Aidells made his

a lot of money W run 8 mansion, s
sefore you lust afier one, A 1, 200-square-foo
bangalow makes a lot more sense
All of this said, 1 have no doubt that 100 years from
now, the Aidells—Oakes House will be an icon of the Ans
and Crafls Revival. @

S HOARE N
E GREEME
HIE, =i &
EATED AN OBICT
ol




